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CIIAl'TKR IX.
ADWAV,"" said he suddenly,

R "I need money, und I need it
had. I think you ought to
get something out of 111 in jot)

of the M. & I)- .- not much, hut some-Wi- ll

thing. you give me a film re of
what I can collect from them?"

"Sure!" agreed (he Jobber readily,
wllli ii laugh. "Sure! But you won't
get anything. I'll give you 10 per cent
quick!"

"Oood enough!" cried Thorpe. "Now,
when we get to town I wtint your pow-
er of nttorney und n few figures, ufter
which I will not bother you again."

The next day the young man called
for the second lime at the litile red
painted ollice under the shadow of the
mill and for Hie second time stood be-

fore (lie bulky power of the junior
member of the lirni.

"Well, young man, what can 1 do for
you?" asked I lie latter.

"I have been Informed," said Thorpe
without preliminary, "that you Intend
to pay .lolin Radway nothing for the
work done In the Cass brunch this
winter. Is that I rue?"

Daly studied his antagonist medita-
tively. "If it Is true what Is it to
you';" he asked at length.

"I am acting in Mr. Railway's inter-
est."

"Von nre one of Radway's nienV"
"Yes."
"In what capacity have you been

working for him'!1"

"Cant book man." replied Thorpe
briefly.

"( sep." said Daly slowly. Then sud-
denly, with nn intensity of energy that
startled Thorpe, he cried: "Now, you
get out of here! Right off! Quick!"

The young man recognized Ihe com-
pelling and autocratic boss addressing
u member of the crew.

"I shall do nothing of the kind!" be
replied, with ii (lash of fire.

The mill owner leaped to his feet.
Thorpe did not wish to bring about nu
actual scene of violence. He laid at-

tained his object, which was to Muster
the other.

"I have Railway's powpr of attor
ney," he added.

Daly sat down, controlled himself
with nn effort and growled out "Why
didn't you say so?"

"Now, I would like to know your po-

sition," went on Thorpe. "I am not
here to make trouble, but ns nn asso-

ciate of Mr. Hadway I have n right to
understand the rase. Of coursp I have
his side of the story," he suggested, u

though convinced that a detailing of
the other side might change his views.

Daly considered carefully, fixing his
flint blue eyes unswervingly on
Thorpe's face. Evidently his scrutiny
ndvised him that the young man was
a force to be reckoned with.

"It's like this." he said abruptly;
"we contracted last fall with this man
Radway to put In 5,000.000 feet of our

The mill owner leaped to his far.
timber, delivered to the main drive nt
the mouth of the Cass branch. In this
he was to tut Independently, except as
to the matter of provisions. Those
he drew from our van and was debited
with the amount of the same. Is that
clear?"

"Perfectly," replied Thorpe.
"In return we were to pay him, mer-

chantable scale. $1 n thousand. If,
however, he failed to put In the whole
Job the contract was void."

"That's how I understand It." com-

mented Thorpe. "Weil?"
"'oil, he didn't get In the 5,000.000.
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Thers's n million and u half hung up in
the woods."

"But you have In your hands three
million nnd a half, which under the
present arrangement you get free of
any charge whatever."

"And we ought to get it," cried Daly.
"Great guns! Here we intend to saw
this suiumor and quit. We want to
get in every stick of timber we own
so as to be able to clear out of hero
for good and all at the close of the
season, and now this condigned Jobber
ties us up for u million und u half."

"It is exceedingly annoying," con-
ceded Thorpe, "and it Is n good deal
of Radway's fault, I am willing to ad-- i
init. but it's your fault too."

j "To be sure," replied Daly, with the
accent of sarcasm.

j "You had no business entering Into
' any such contract. It gave him no

show."
"I suppose that was mainly his look- -

out, wasn't it? And, as I already told
you, we hud lo protect ourselves."

"You should have demanded security
for the completion of the work Under
your present agreement, if Radway
got in the timber, you were to pay him
u fair price. If he didn't, you appro-
priated everything he had already
done. In other words, you made him
U bet."

"I don't care what you call it," an- -

swered Daly, who had recovered his
good humor in contemplation of the se-

curity of his position. "The fuel stands
ull rigid."

"It does," said Thorpe unexpectedly,
"and I'm glad of it. Now, let's examine
a few figures. You owned 5,000,000
feet of limber, which at the price of
stumpage" (standing trees) "was worth
$10,000."

"Well?"
"You come out at (he end of the sea-

son witli three million and a half of
saw logs, which with the $4 worth of
logging added nre worth .$21,000."

"Hold on!" cried Daly. "We paid
Radway $4. We could have done It
ourselves for less."

"You could not have done it for one
cent less than four-twent- in that coun-
try." replied Thorpe, "as an expert will
testify."

"Why did we give It to Radway at
four then?"

"You saved the expense of n salaried
overseer and yourselves some bother,"
replied Thorpe. "Radway could do It
for less because, for some strange rea-
son which you yourself do not under-
stand, a jobber can always log for less
than a company."

"We could have done It for four," In

sisted Daly stubbornly. "lint get on
What lire you driving nt? My lime's
valuable."

"Well, put her nt four, then," agreed
Thorpe. "That makes your saw logs
wortli over $20,000. Of (his value Rad
way lidded $1:5.000. You have appro-
priated that much of his without pay
ing him one cent."

Daly seemed urauscd. "How about
the million and a half feet of ours he
appropriated?" he asked quietly.

"I'm coming lo that. Now for your
losses. At the stumpage rate your
million and a half which Radway "up
propriated' would be only three thou-

sand. But for the sake of argument
we'll take the actual sum you'd have
received for saw logs. Even then the
million and a half would only have
been worth between eight and nine
thousand. Deducting this purely theo-

retical loss Radway has occasioned
you from the amount he has gained
for you. you are still some four or Ave

thousand ahead of the game. For thnt
you paid him nothing."

"That's Radway's lookout."
"In Justice you should pay him that

amount. He Is a poor man. lie has
sunk nil he owned In this venture,
some $12,000, and he has nothing to
live on. Even If you pay him five thou-

sand, he lias lost considerable, while
you have gained."

"How huve we gained by this bit of
philanthropy?"

"Because you originally paid In cash
for all that timber on the stump just
$10,000. and you get from Radway saw
logs to the value of $20.;t)0." replied
Thorpe sharply. "Besides, you still
own the million and a half which, if
you do not care to put them in your-

self, you enn sell for something on the
skids."

"Don't you know, young man. that
while pine logs on skids will spoil ut-

terly In n summer? Worms gel Into
cm'."

"I do." replied Thorpe, "unless you

bark them, which process will cost you

about $1 n thousand. You can Had
any amount of small purchasers at re-

duced price. You cnu sell them easily
nt $3. That nets you for your million
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nnd a half n little over SI 000 more.
Under the circumstances I do not think
that my request for Dve thousand Is

nt all exorbitant."
Daly laughed. "You are a shrewd

figurer. and your remarks are interest-
ing." said he.

"Will you give $5,000?" asked Thorpe.
"I will not," replied Daly; then, with

a sudden change of humor: "And now
I'll do a little talking. I've.listcncd to
you just about as long as I'm going
to. I have Radway's contract In that
safe, and I live up to It. I'll thank you
to go plumb to blazes!"

"That's your last word. Is It?" asked
Thorpe, rising.

"It is."
"Then," said he slowly and distinctly.

"I'll tell you what I'll do. I Intend to
collect In full the $4 a thousand for the
three millions and a half Mr. Radway
has delivered to you. In return Mr.
Radway will purchase of you at the
stumpage rates of $2 a thousand the
million nnd a half he failed to put
In. Thnt makes a bill against you.
If my figuring Is correct, of Just $11.-00-

You will pay that bill, and I will
tell you why. Your contract will be
classed In any court as a gambling con-

tract for lack of consideration. You
have no legal standing in the world. I
call your bluff, Mr. Daly, and I'll fight
you from the drop of the hat through
every court In Christendom."

"F ight ahead," advised Daly sweetly,
wno Knew perfectly well that Thorpe'i
law was faulty. As a matter of fact
the young man could have collected
on other grounds, but neither was
aware of that.

"Furthermore." pursued Thorpe It
addition, "I'll repent my offer befort
witnesses, nud if 1 win the first suil
I'll sue you for the money we could
have made by purchasing the extra
million and a half before it bad a

chance to spoil."
This statement had Its effect, for II

forced nn immediate settlement befort
the pine on the skids should deteriorate
Daly lounged back with a Utile mor
deadly carelessness.

"And, lastly," concluded Thorpe, play
Ing his trump card, "the suit frotf
start to finish will be published In ev
ery important paper in this country
If you do not believe I have the iu
Onence to do this you are ut liberty U

doubt the fact."
Daly was cogitating many things

He knew that publicity was the lasi
thing to be desired Thorpe's stale
nieut had been made in view of tut
fact that much of the business of a

lumber linn is done on credit lit
thought that perhaps a rumor of a bit! j

suit going against I lie (inn liiihlj
weaken confidence. As n matter ol j

fact, this consideration had no weight;
whatever with the older man. although
the threat of publicity actually gained
for Thorpe what he demanded. Tin.
lumliermau feared the noise of an in
vestigntion solely and simply because
his drill, like so ninny others, was en I
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gaged nt Ihe lime in stealing govern
uient limber in the up;icr peninsula
lie did not call it stealing, but thai
was what it amounted in lli'iipc-sli'i- t

in llie air hit lull
"I think we can arrange a basis ot

settlement." be said finally "li"
tnmoriow morning at I" with hud
way."

"Very well." aid Thorpe
"By the way." remarked Daly, "I

don't believe I know ynii name "

"Thorite." was lie' reply
"Well. Mr. Thorpe." said the bun

beruian, with cold nicer, 'it at iiiv
time there is anytime, within inj pow

er or inllu'Mice that you want I'll s--

that you don't get it."
The wlaile affair was finally

mised for $0.(100. Radway. grand u

beyond expression. Insisted om 'I liorp" -

acceptance of an even thousand mi'l
witli this money in hand the latter felt
justified in taking a vacation loi

of visiting his sister
For the purposes he had in view

$500 would be none too much The re
tnaining $500 he had rcsolvd to invent
In his sister's cniurort and happiness
lie had thought the matter over and
had gradually evolvi d what scnu-- to
him an excellent plan lie had already
perfected it by corn ponience with
Mrs. Ronwick. It was. bri"tly. this lie.
Thorpe, would at once hire a servant
girl, who would make anything but su
pervision unnecessary iu so small n

household. The remainder of (he mon
ey he had already paid for a year's
tuition in (lie seminary of the (own
Thus Helen gained her leisure and an
opportunity for study and still retain-
ed her home iu case of revers".

Thorpe found his sister already n

young lady. After the first delight of
meeting had passed they sat sid" by
side on the haircloth sofa and took
stock of each other

Helen had developed from the school
child to the woman. .She was a hand-
some girl, possessed of a sicnd'T well
rounded form and deep hazel eyes, with
the level gaze of her brother, although
a figure rather nloof. a face rather im-

passive, but with the possibility of pas-

sion and emotion und u will to buck
them.

"Oh, but you're tanned and nnd
bis!" she cried, kissing her brother
"You've had such u strange winter,
haven't you?"

"Yes," he replied absently "Things
came a little better than I thought they
were going to toward the last, and I

made a little money. "
"till. I'm so glad!" she cried. "Was It

much?"
"No, not :nueh," he answered The

actual figures would have b?en so
much better. "I've made arrangements
witli Mrs. Renwick to hire a servuul
girl, so you will h:ive all your time free,
and I've paid a year's tuition for yon
iu the seminary."

"Oh," said the girl, and fell silent
After n time, "Thank you very much.

Harry dear;" then, after another Inter

val, "i mink I'll go get ready for sup-
per." j

Instead of getting ready for supper j

she paced excitedly up and down her
room.

"(Mi. why didn't he say what he was
about?" she crii'd to herseir "Why
didn't he? Why didn't he?"

The days, however, passed In the
main plensurably for them both They
were fond of one another. The liar
rier slowly rising between them was
not yet cemented hy lack of affection
on either side, hut rather by lark of.
belief In the other's affection. Helen
Imagined Thorpe's interest in her be-

coming daily more perfunctory. Thorpe
fancied his sister cold, unreasoning
nml ungrateful. And yet this was but
the vague dust of a cloud. They
could not forget that hut for each other
they were alone in the world Thorpe
delayed his departure from day to day
making all the preparations he possi-
bly could nt home.

Finally Helen came on him busily
unpacking n box which a dray had left
nt the door. He unwound nnd laid one
side a Winchester rltle, n variety of
fishing tackle and some other iniscella
tiles of the woodsman. Helen was
struck by the beauty of the sporting
Implements.

"Oh. Harry!" she cried. "Aren't they
fine? What are you going to do with
them?"

"(Joins camping." replied Thorpe,
with his head In excelsior.

"When?"
"This summer."
Helen's eyes lit up with n fire of de

light. "How nice! May 1 go with
you?" she cried.

Thorpe shook his head.
"I'm afraid not, little girl. It's go-

ing to be a hard trip a long ways from
anywhere. You couldn't stand it.

"I'm sure I could. Try me."
"No," replied Thorpe. "I know you

couldn't We'll be sleeping on the
ground and going on foot through
much extremely difficult country "

"I wish you'd take me somewhere,"
pursued Helen "I can't get away this
summer unless you do Why don't you
camp somewhere nearer home, so 1 can
go?"

Thorpe arose and kissed her tenderly
"I can't, little girl, that's all We've

got our way to make "
She understood that he considered

the trip loo e.peiisiv tor tlieui both
At tliis moment paper buttered tioin
the excelsior She. picked il up A

glance showed her ii total ot figures
that made her gasp j

"Here is your bill." she said, with a
strange choke iu her voice, and !ell the
room.

"He can spend $'!0 on bis old guns,
but he can't afford to let me leave this
hateful house," she complained to the
apple tree, "lie can go way oft camp
Ing somewhere to have a good time,
but he leave.; me sweltering in this
miserable litti town nil summer I
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don't care if he Is supporting me. no
ought to He's my brother. Oh. I wish
I were a man! I wish I were dead!"

Three days later Thorpe left for the
uortu.

CHAPTER X.

more than a week Thorpa

EOR journeyed through the
His equipment was

In the extreme. Attached to
n heavy leather belt of cartridges buns
a two pound ox and a sheath knife. In
his pocket reposed a compass, an air
tight tin of matches and a map drawn
on oiled paper of a district divided Into
sections. Some few of the sections
were colored, which indicated that tney
belonged to private parties All the
rest was state or government land. Ho
carried in his band a repeating rifle.
The pack. If opened, would have been
found to contain a woolen aDd rubber
blanket, fishing tackle, twenty pouuds
or so of flour, a package of tea. sugar,
u slab of bacon carefully wrapped In
oiled clotli, salt, a suit of underwear
and several extra pairs of thick stock-
ings To the outside of the pack had
been strapped a frying pan, u tin pail
und a cup.

He had not ui"t n uurciit being or
Been any Indications of m.in excepting
always the old blaze of the govern-men- t

survey. Many years before, off-

icials had run careless lines through
the coisutry along the section hound-nries- .

These latter slated always Ihe
section, (lie (nwushlii nnd (be ringu

i: nt In nod on 4th j: jje.


